
 

 

 
January 10, 2022 

 
 
 
Dear School Administrator:   
  
Over the past couple weeks, the New York State Department of Health and New York State 
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services have moved quickly to meet the 
expanded need for COVID-19 tests in schools as a result of the rising case rates due to the 
arrival of the Omicron variant. Of the 5.2 million tests so far distributed, approximately 600,000 
CareStart antigen at-home tests have an expiration date of January 31st. The federal Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) is currently reviewing these tests to determine their efficacy for an 
extended 90 days past what is currently a January 31st expiration. These tests were prioritized 
for expedited distribution to address a level of demand that should exhaust the supply before 
any expiration date becomes relevant.  
  
The New York State Department of Health issued the following guidance to school districts on 
recommended ways to use these tests when they were first distributed:  

• Giving test kits to students before school returned on January 3rd.   
• Giving test kits to students during their first week back in the classroom.  
• Utilizing test kits to implement Test-To-Stay strategies.  

  
Recommended guidance allows for flexibility on the part of school districts and administrators to 
use their judgement in deciding how best to use the distributed tests to address their specific 
needs. Schools should prioritize using their supply of the CareStart antigen tests and follow the 
previously issued guidance. Given COVID-19 transmission rates, following the Department of 
Health’s recommended guidance will exhaust the current supply of tests long before the 
January 31st expiration date, and remove the need to consider the FDA’s decision in 
operational planning. While following the Department of Health’s guidance will make test 
expiration unlikely, New York State’s contract will maintain its commitment to keeping our kids in 
school by replacing any expired test kits.   
  

Sincerely,  

 
Mary T. Bassett, M.D., M.P.H. 
Acting Commissioner of Health 

 
 


